
Recognition of a danger sign by her family and 
immediate skilled care saved Ritu's life.

Today, Ritu feels that the decision made by her family 
members and arrangement of blood at the right time 
saved her life. She also feels that transportation should 
be made available during emergency to avoid delays 
and the health facilities must ensure that they provide 
24x7 emergency obstetric care and quality services to 
pregnant women.
- Ritu Kumari

Availability of emergency obstetric care and blood 
transfusion on time saved her life.
 
“My daughter received treatment as well as blood on 
time and therefore she safely delivered the baby. The 
lives of both the mother and the child was thus saved.” 

- Josnaben's mother

The support and quality care provided by the Anganwadi 
worker, the Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM) and the 
doctors at the hospital saved Jarita's life.

“If all ANM and others at the hospital would not have 
looked after me, I would have died.” 

- Jarita

The care, support and timely action taken by the family 
saved Subbalakshmi's life

“Had I died during childbirth, nobody would have taken 
care of my son. He could have become an orphan and 
my family might have been completely ruined.”

- Subbalakshmi



White Ribbon Alliance and the journey...

Every year as many as 70,000 women die needlessly in India in 
pregnancy and childbirth accounting for almost a quarter of 
maternal deaths occurring worldwide. Nearly all of these deaths are 
preventable. The White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood, India 
(WRAI) is a nonpartisan, non-profit coalition or alliance that aims to 
increase global grassroots advocacy and government accountability 
for safe motherhood. 
It is a movement for safe motherhood which builds alliances, 
strengthens capacity, influences policies, harnesses resources and 
inspires action to protect the lives of women and newborns around 
the world. 

Over the years, WRAI has deepened its advocacy efforts throughout 
India by developing state-level alliances—Rajasthan, Maharashtra, 
Orissa, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh and a regional alliance is in 
the state of Haryana and in the Union territory of Chandigarh. Today, 
WRAI membership at the national level is of 150 organizations and 
over 1500 organizations at the state level.

“Stories of Mothers Saved”, a collection of stories of mothers who 
did not die needlessly during pregnancy or childbirth due to key 
actions taken by their families, communities, health workers, political 
leaders and others. These stories highlight what works and what 
must be done at all levels - from saving money to securing 
transportation to the health facility when labor begins, to having 
access to family planning services, to receiving an emergency 
caesarean section, to attending a well equipped and staffed facility 
because the government prioritized maternal and newborn health - 
even providing girls access to education.

A joint initiative by WRAI and UNFPA

Join the White Ribbon Alliance !
Only requirement is a belief in its vision and mission and a strong 
commitment to save the lives of women and newborns.

WRAI Secretariat: CEDPA India
C-1, Hauz Khas, New Delhi -110016, India
Tel : +91-11-47488888 
Fax : +91-11-47488899 
www.whiteribbonalliance.org

Regular antenatal checks, and opting for an 
institutional delivery and the support of local 
organizations saved Phulmati's life.

“I am happy as my baby survives”.

- Phulmati

Support from her family and the ASHA, and availability 
of obstetric services saved Hindulaben's life.

“More (health) facilities should be made available in the 
nearby area so that more women can be saved. My 
family and the ASHA of the areas supported and helped 
me, therefore my life was saved. But there are other 
women whose families cannot get transportation and 
afford other costs if taken to distant health facilities.”

- Hindulaben

The continuous counseling and services of the 
Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) and doctors at 
the government hospital led to successful delivery and 
saved the life of both the mother and the child

“In case the delivery had not been successful, I would 
have died and my child might have become an orphan.” 

- Rajeswari

The decision to take her to a health facility, and the quick 
arrangement of blood, along with availability of obstetric 
services saved Namita's life. 

“Had the WRA members and the blood donor not 
helped me I would have died”. Namita now lives happily 
with her daughter and is the brand ambassador for 
White Ribbon Alliance. 

- Namita


